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February 2021 

 

 

 

Virtual Ash Wednesday Services 
 

On Wednesday, February 17th, I will be holding two Zoom Ash Wednesday Services.  

 
We will gather virtually at 4:00 pm and 7:00. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81985751432?
pwd=M3c4bnpyQllFVnNhNVlLU25YNDFTZz09 

 
To join by phone: 1-312- 626- 6799    Meeting ID: 819 8575 1432   Passcode: 1234 

 
In a Lenten Packet, which will be sent to each member of our church family,  you will receive a small 

envelope of ashes. Bring those and a small bowl with just a few drips of water in it to the virtual service. 
 

If you do not have access to a computer, you can join by phone or we will have a couple computers set up at the 
church office for each service. Call Susan to reserve a screen! 

 

 

Breaking the Chains:  
A Family-Friendly Lenten Devotional 

 
 
Like the ancient story of the Exodus, Lent is a journey from captivity to freedom. From Ash Wednesday to Holy 
Saturday (not including Sundays, “mini-Easters” anticipating the big day!), the 40 days of Lent are set aside to help 
us increase the freedom in our lives. To tell the truth about ourselves and our world, to change our hearts and our 
ways, and to participate in God's work of breaking chains of injustice, apathy, violence, despair - even the chains of 
death itself!  
 
“Breaking the Chains” is an engaging, family-friendly, creative Lenten resource, inviting all of us to let words of 
Scripture and daily practices of liberation be our guides through this mysterious season. Each day, break a link in 
the paper chain (purple links for the 40 days of Lent, and white links for the seven Sundays) and practice 
resurrection. Take part in God's chain-breaking, art-making, world-changing grace - all the way to the joyful 
freedom of Easter morning! 

 

“Breaking the Chains” will be included in the Lenten Packet we will mail to you. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81985751432?pwd=M3c4bnpyQllFVnNhNVlLU25YNDFTZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81985751432?pwd=M3c4bnpyQllFVnNhNVlLU25YNDFTZz09
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CHURCH OFFICE 

127 South Second Street - River Falls, WI 54022 
OFFICE: 715.425.6233               OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

WEBSITE:   spiritofgracerf.org              E-MAIL:      office@riverfallsumc.org 
 

Please check the calendar on our website (www.spiritofgracerf.org) for further information. 

Clicking on an event will bring up details regarding that event. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: 

Rev. Amy E. DeLong 

office@riverfallsumc.org 
        

Administrative Assistant: 

Susan Colbeth  

office@riverfallsumc.org  

Treasurer:                            

Carl Gaulke  

treasurer@riverfallsumc.org 

Ministry Staff Support:      

Joan Schneider 

joan@riverfallsumc.org    

Senior Choir Director:           

Al Madison                              

Organists:                                  

Cami Madison and Terry Mithun 

Joyful Noise Director: 

Fay Westberg 
 

Gospbells Director: 

Lisa Benz 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Kristen Dykstra Thompson - Feb 1    Joan Schneider - Feb. 12 
 Kathy Tomlinson - Feb. 3          Nicole Bradford-Albert - Feb. 18 
 Becky Briese - Feb. 4                  Emily Keating  - Feb. 19 
 Linda Nill - Feb. 7                       Marilyn Keller - Feb. 19  
 William Roesler - Feb. 7                    Julie Webster - Feb. 21 
 Eric Romanowicz  - Feb. 7         Becky Kleager - Feb. 25 
 Sue Nelson - Feb. 11                       Siri Smith - Feb. 25 
 Krista Spieler - Feb. 11                      Margaret Downey - Feb. 28 
 Matthew Bastien - Feb. 12                 Joanne Johnson - Feb. 28 
 Janet Dosdall - Feb. 12  

Welcome  
Welcome to those joining 

committees in 2021: 
 

Church Council: Margaret Downey 
             Amanda Barnett                        
   Cecelia Downey 
 
Finance Committee: Chris Thompson 
            Michael Kullmann 
 
Board of Trustees: Heidi Mangelsen 
 
Memorial Committee: Brenda Gaulke             
   Krista Spieler 
 
SPRC:                        Blaine Westberg 

As our church moves into a new year with a 
new slate of leaders, we want to offer our 
thanks and deep gratitude to these leaders 
who will be leaving positions they have 
served faithfully for many years: 

    Linda Henderson as Chair of Church Council    

    Christine Engel as Chair of Staff-Parish Relations Committee    

    Patti Nelson as Chair of Memorial Committee. 

 

And as we bid farewell to them, we welcome their 
successors and pray that their time in leadership 
might be fruitful and meaningful.  

    Virgil Nylander, new Chair of Church Council 

    Bill Rasmussen, new Chair of SPRC 

    Laura Carlson, new Chair of Memorial Committee. 

Celebrate February Birthdays                                                                   
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To Bruce, Bill, and Judy Barnes for leading the Saturday Breakfast-on-
the Run in January and to Dean Loney, Susan and Aleisha Colbeth, and 
Susan Stempel for helping. 
 

To Sabastian, John, and Christos Kempf, Joan Schneider,  and 
Lorraine Goss for doing the scripture readings for January. 
 

We want to thank the following individuals who have served on church committees and who are now taking a well- 

deserved break, Dean Henderson, Anna DuMond, Dean Loney, Paul Rosso, Mike Thompson, Grant Hanson, 

Andy Rudesill, and Donna Deiss, We sincerely thank you for all of the time you have given for the ministry you 

were involved with.  
 

To Bruce and Bill Barnes, and Gary Eloranta for taking the Christmas trees upstairs.  

To Brenda Yurs for taking down all of the Christmas decorations. 

To Brian Kuhl for setting up the online Giving Tree and for editing and posting all the Sunday morning videos.  
 

 

February Noisy Can Offering 

Reclaim! 
 
Each year in February, Spirit of Grace celebrates Reconciling Sunday. This year, 
because of COVID-19, we will not have our usual extravaganza – which is most 
unfortunate as this would have been our 10 th anniversary.  
 

However, in an attempt to keep the ongoing concerns of LGBTQ+ people in our heart 
and minds, our February Noisy Can offering recipient will be a local organization 
whose primary mission is helping members of the Queer community.  
 

We are pleased to have chosen an organization called RECLAIM in the Twin Cities. Please read about 
RECLAIM below and give generously!  

 

RECLAIM was founded in 2009, and in the first 10 years the organization has 
provided invaluable therapeutic support for queer and trans youth ages 13 to 25. 
Many clients, alumni, and their parents have described RECLAIMS’s therapeutic 
services as “life-saving.” 
 

RECLAIM works to increase access to mental health support so that queer and trans youth may reclaim 
their lives from oppression in all its forms. Reclaim partners with youth ages 13 – 25 who are marginalized 
because of their gender identity, gender expression and/or sexual orientation.  In addition to providing 
excellent care for youth, our vision is to change the landscape of access to care for queer and trans youth. 
We do this through deep practitioner development, training, education and outreach, and community 
partnerships at the intersection of gender and racial justice.  
RECLAIM is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  

Hope for Creation will host a virtual community book study of Robin Wall Kimmerer’s  
 

“BRAIDING SWEETGRASS:  
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants” 

 

Every Monday, April 6 - May 4, via Zoom 
 

Signup information will be forthcoming 
Each participant is responsible for securing their own copy of the book. Consider supporting a 

local business by purchasing from Fox Den Books on Main Street, River Falls. 
 

Questions? Contact Krista Spieler kristaspieler@gmail.com 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjlr9HzvMbZAhWJ34MKHSnwD08QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Froyalty-free-stock-photo-thank-you-word-colorful-labels-image35336465&psig=AOvVaw3N13
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JOURNEY HOUSE CAMPUS MINISTRY NEWS 

Spring Semester Classes at UWRF – While the semester begins at the end of 
January, as usual, the experience will be unusual for students, staff, faculty and 
campus ministry people, much as Fall Semester was. Many students will be here in 
River Falls, living in the dorms or off campus apartments; however,  courses, 
meetings, events, gathering will continue to be virtual most of the time. For Journey 
House, that means no in-person activities at the house and no tables set up in the 
University Center so that students can find out what we are doing. We will be having 
Zoom Bible studies, with perhaps some events as the ministry partners with other 
student organizations or UWRF departments. 

 

Food for Students – The Ministry Team at Journey House is in the process of reorganizing space in the house to use 
for bags and boxes of groceries for students and others connected with the colleges in River Falls. We will be working 
with the River Falls Community Food Pantry for this project, and we look forward to a long and productive 
partnership. Along with the food pantry at Spirit of Grace in River Falls, we’ve been promoting the meals at our 
partner churches via Facebook. 
 

Bible Studies – Zoom has turned out to be a good tool for offering Bible studies, only the format means we keep them 
short and focused. We gather virtually to hear the Word, reflect on it, and pray . . . and all in 40 minutes. Last fall we 
focused on different ways of understanding and applying our theme of You Matter Here. This spring’s focus will be 
developed over the month of January. Check out our FB page if you want to know what each week’s study will be 
focusing on. 
 

Breathe deeply. Seek peace. Sing every day. 
Shalom, 
Deacon David Rask Behling, 
 

THANK YOU   

Our annual Christmas Giving Tree, both online and the physical Giving Tree located in our 
Gathering Area were a huge success because of the generosity of our faith community! Brian 
Kuhl suggested the online options and with his help we were able to add that feature this year. 
A special thanks to Brian! In addition to all of the presents which were donated, we were also 
able to purchase gift cards for the three families with your monetary contributions.  

I have received thank you notes from all three families and want to share some of their 
comments of thankfulness with you. 

Family One (a mother, two teenage daughters and five year old twins) is thankful for all of the fantastic gifts and 
gift cards! They loved everything and our kindness helped them have a pretty amazing Christmas. Family Two (a 
mother, teenage daughter and 7 year old son) are very thankful for the gifts and stated that the gifts were very 
useful and helped their family in a time of need. Family Three (a mother, father and young daughter) want to 
thank us for bringing so much joy to their family at this special time of the year.  

Thank you 
I just wanted to thank everyone so much for all the 
wonderful outpouring of love during my recent 
surgery. Thanks for all the prayers, phone calls and 
cards! Life is slowly getting back to normal (or as 
normal as it can with Covid going on.) You all mean 
so much to me! I can’t wait till the day when we can 
all worship together again. Blessings to all, and 
Happy New Year!  
 
Love, 
Kathy Hilden  

                    
   

 
Thank You 

 
Thank you so much for all of your prayers and cards 
during my recent surgery and recovery. I am so 
grateful for the love and support of my church family. 
Thank you Pastor Amy for your continued love, 
support and prayers! I am truly blessed! 
 

And a special thank you to the ladies who provided the 
beautiful and yummy cookies! God bless all of you! 
 

Janet Dosdall 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://beneconnoi.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/christmas-giving-tree-program-rainforest-islands-ferry-pertaining-to-christmas-giving-tree.jpg&imgrefurl=http://beneconnoi.com/christmas-giving-tree.html&docid=enaZEvYiU2NHJ
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ONLINE LENTEN BOOK STUDY 
 

 
If you haven’t heard, the 2020 Advent study was marvelous. The book, “All Creation Waits” was the most poetic 
prose I’ve ever read – it was magical. The author of “All Creation Waits,” Gayle Boss, also has a Lenten Study!  

 
So … back by popular demand, we will be studying  Gayle Boss’ “Wild Hope” for Lent. Please join us! 

 

Because this book is already sold out in many places, I’ve ordered 30 copies directly from the publishing house. 
Books are currently available at the church office for $15.00. 

 

 
The book study begins on Ash Wednesday. 

 

 

Monday Zoom Gatherings — 6:30 pm 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81985751432?pwd=M3c4bnpyQllFVnNhNVlLU25YNDFTZz09 
To join by phone: 1-312- 626- 6799      Meeting ID: 819 8575 1432           Passcode: 1234 

 

 
       February 22 -- Come having read Ash Wednesday and all Week One                                              
    March 1 -- Come having read all Week Two                                                                                                                     
    March 8 -- Come having read all Week Three 
    March 15 -- Come having read all Week Four 
                          March 22 -- Come having read all Holy Week and Easter 

 

 

Wednesday Zoom Gatherings — 10:30 am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81985751432?pwd=M3c4bnpyQllFVnNhNVlLU25YNDFTZz09 

To join by phone: 1-312- 626- 6799      Meeting ID: 819 8575 1432           Passcode: 1234 
 

      February 24 -- Come having read Ash Wednesday and all Week One 
    March 3 -- Come having read all Week Two 
    March 10 -- Come having read all Week Three 
    March 17 -- Come having read all Week Four 
                        March 24 -- Come having read all Holy Week and Easter 

 
 
 

About “Wild Hope” 
 
Pangolins and polar bears, olms, lemurs, and leopards. We 
share this beautiful blue-green globe with creatures 
magnificent, delicate, intricate – and now vanishing at a 
faster rate than at any other time in Earth’s history. Spend 
Lent with twenty-five of these wild ones. Vivid descriptions 
of their lives will fill readers with wonder—and grief at what 
they suffer on a planet shaped by human choices. Their 
stories thaw our stiff hearts and wake us to greater 
compassion—which is what Lent, meaning “springtime,” has 
always been for. These stories also wake in us a wild hope 
that from all this death and ruin, something new could rise. 
The promise of Lent is that something new will rise. In fact, 
as these stories also attest, our hope, though wild, is not 
impossible and is already loose in the world. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81985751432?pwd=M3c4bnpyQllFVnNhNVlLU25YNDFTZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81985751432?pwd=M3c4bnpyQllFVnNhNVlLU25YNDFTZz09
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                     THANK YOU 
I want to thank you for your gracious gift of $580 to our Fire Relief Fund. It has helped (and continues to help those who were 
impacted by the recent wildfires. On September 8, 2020, a fire started near Almeda St. in Ashland, and rapidly moved west 
driven by unusually strong winds from the east. The fire raced up the Bear Creek Trail, joining other fires to create a massive 
fire that burned through the small towns of Talen and Phoenix. Another fire (Obenchain) started in the northern part of the 
country impacting the Butte Falls and Shady Cove areas. 
 

The number of residential properties completely destroyed by the fires tallied to 2,484, also, 173 commercial and 2 public 
properties received major to minor damage. The intensity of the heat melted engine blocks and burned homes to the 
foundations. The Talen-Phoenix School district reported that 40% of theirs students are left homeless. 
 

It is hard to articulate the devastation as neighborhoods were turned from vibrant communities to ashes. Twelve families and 
individuals in our congregation lost everything. As I went with parishioners to survey the damage to their homes and properties, 
the depth and scope of loss beyond description. There is little wonder that an uncanny silence dominated these neighborhoods. 
Yet, with as terrible as the fires and impact were on structure, I saw acts of kindness, grace and generosity that would take our 
breath away. Relief stations were set up in Ashland, Talent and Phoenix where people donated supplies, food, and clothing by 
the ton. It was common place to have someone stop by and ask what was needed that day, only to return an hour later with trunk 
and truck loads of needed supplies. Your gift was a part of the big-heartedness. 
 

As Cicero once wrote, “not unto ourselves alone are we born,” we made it a policy that our Fire Fund would go to help anyone 
who has been impacted by the fires and not just our congregation members. 100% of your donation will go to the persons who 
need it. We have received approximately $55,000 for our Fire Relief Fund, which has helped provide food, clothing bedding, 
hygiene supplies, cleaning supplies, housing, fuel, furniture, for our community.  
 

As we move forward, we are shifting our focus from relief efforts to long term recovery. People will continue to need help in 
the months (and years) to come in rebuilding their lives, homes and communities. The United Methodist Churches in Jackson 
County have been instrumental in the relief work and long-term recovery work. People have not only donated money but also 
energy, sweat, creativity and time volunteering at relief stations and are working with FEMA and various non-profit groups in 
developing a Long-Term Recovery Group/Team.  
 

I share this with you to let you know how much we appreciate your gift, which enables us to engage in Jesus Christ’s work 
through practical generosity. Thank you, thank you! May God continue to bless you as well as bless others through you. 
 

In Christ, 
Rev. Brett Strobel, Pastor 
Ashland, Oregon United Methodist Church 

DISAFFILIATION LISTENING SESSIONS 
 

The Church Council voted to postpone a vote on disaffiliation at this time for reasons outlined in Linda Henderson's 
December letter to the congregation. We promised to hold a series of Zoom meetings for individuals to ask questions 
about the decision and to offer feedback about if, when, and how the disaffiliation process should resume.  
 

We are scheduling three Zoom Listening Sessions for the following times — hopefully you will make it a priority to 
virtually attend one of these sessions.   
 

 Saturday, February 6th at 10:00 a.m. 
 Thursday, February 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday, February 24th at 3:00 p.m. 
 

A Zoom link will be sent out prior to each meeting. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
Virgil Nylander Council Chairperson 
Kurt Leichtle Finance Committee Chairperson 
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Covid-19 Vaccines 
 
 
Greetings to our church community, 
 
Starting 1/25/2021 Wisconsin residents ages 65 and above will be 
eligible to start the Covid-19  vaccine series. Of course, that is a lot 
of people and it will take months to get us all vaccinated. The best 
way to try to schedule a vaccination is to call your routine health 
care clinic. Most of them have or will be receiving vaccine soon and 
should let you know how you can schedule or sign up. Also you can 
sign up on a list to get information about when you might be able to 
sign up for a county clinic. It is not a waiting list. You will need to 
be a resident of the county you sign up in.  
  
In St. Croix County, go to sccwi.gov/covid19vaccine 
  
In Pierce Co go to the Pierce Co Home Page, click on the Covid-19 link at the top of the page.  Go to the "Once 
Eligble How Do I Get the Vaccine" heading and follow the link or call 715-307-9567 Monday - Friday                                 
8:30 am - 4:30 pm. There is also a lead to this on the Pierce Co. Public Health Facebook Page.  
  
These are safe and remarkably effective vaccines. Folks age 65 and older can expect 85% or greater protection from 
getting sick with Covid-19. If one does get the illness, it is likely to be much milder than in an unvaccinated person. 
Younger people can expect > 90% protection.  Strangely, it is not yet known what protection they will give for not 
carrying the virus and being infectious, but that is being studied.  
  
These vaccines are not dead or attenuated virus. One cannot get Covid-19 from the vaccine, as there is no virus 
injected. Many people get a sore arm, redness, tenderness or itching at the site of injection that can last a few days. 
Worse reactions like fever, muscle aches, headache, etc. happen in 25-30% of people, but rarely last more than 30 hrs. 
or so.  
  
People who have had Covid-19 are candidates for the vaccine, especially since one can get Covid-19 repeatedly. (The 
expected immunity lasts about 90 days from the first day of symptoms.) People who have had Covid-19 often have 
worse reactions to the vaccine, but they rarely last more than 1-2 days.  
  
The vaccines cannot change a human's DNA. There is good information about the vaccines on the CDC and Pierce 
County websites. Again, click on the Covid-19 button at the top of the page and follow the page down.  
  
In the Northwest region of Wisconsin, and especially in Pierce County, we have earlier access to these vaccines than 
in many other places. This is a result of the excellent and exhausting work the Pierce County Public Health 
Department and especially it's Health Officer have done. We have been shepherded at every turn by well-trained, 
organized, diplomatic, and tired workers.  
  
As you have been hearing on the news, vaccines alone will not stop the pandemic, but they are an amazing tool to help 
do that. The sooner a large portion of the population is vaccinated, the sooner we move toward "herd immunity" and 
the virus has a harder time finding new humans to grow in. Because there are variants of the virus developing all the 
time, it's important to get people vaccinated as soon as possible. 
  
Everyone who is eligible to get vaccinated has a chance to make a personal contribution to stopping this pandemic by 
getting vaccinated. "Waiting to see how it goes" while others get vaccinated dodges the responsibility and avoids the 
chance to make this contribution. As people of faith, who acknowledge our responsibilities to a wider community, I 
hope we will step up as soon as we are offered the chance and accept a vaccination.  
  
Becky Kleager  
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